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CONTROVERSIA | an international journal of debate and democratic renewal�

growing role of public relations operations in the White House and among interest 
groups in terms of their public arguments.  While other developed countries have 
kept the judicial appointment process out of the public sphere, that could eventu-
ally change, as it did in the United States.  Therefore, this study is relevant to public 
spheres in other nations that might be forced to engage the public with regard to 
judicial nominations.    

The Never-ending Election of 2000:  Metaphoric 
Expression by the Press in the Service of Public 
Political Understanding of an Uncertain Election 
Result
Dann L. Pierce and Bohn D. Lattin				     51

Бесконечные выборы-2000: метафорическое 
отображение прессой общественного 
восприятия неопределенных результатов 
выборов (или Какие метафоры использует 
пресса при описании восприятия 
обществом неопределенных результатов 
выборов)
Дэнн Л. Пирс и Бон Д. Лэттин					     51

This study examines and analyzes 229 front-page news articles from 14 daily newspa-
pers and one cable news service that reported the events unfolding in America related 
to the indecisive presidential election results from 8 November 2000.  We analyze 
news articles from election day and the 10 days immediately following by charting the 
key metaphors used by journalists seeking to make sense of confusing (and at times 
contradictory) information, claims, and events as the world watched the process.

Navigating Dangerous Deliberative Waters:  
Shallow Argument Pools, Group Polarization and 
Public Debate Pedagogy in Southeast Europe
Gordon R. Mitchell, Damien Pfister, Georgeta Bradatan, Dejan Colev, 
Tsvetelina Manolova, Gligor Mitkovski, Iva Nestoro, Milena Ristic, and 
Gentiana Sheshi							       69



CONTROVERSIA | Volume 4-Double Issue

�

Плавание в опасных водах дискуссий: 
Истощившиеся источники аргументов, 
поляризация групп и педагогика публичных 
дебатов в Юго-Восточной Европе
Гордон Р. Митчелл, Дэмиен Пфистер, Георгета Брадатан, Дежан 
Колев, Цветелина Манолова, Глигор Митковски, Ива Несторо, 
Милена Ристик, Гентиана Шеши				     69

Can student-driven public debate depolarize fragmented societies by cultivating dem-
ocratic ethos and promoting political accountability? Post-communist transitions in 
Southeast Europe are rich sites to study the political impact of student-driven public 
deliberation. Public debate pedagogy conducted under the auspices of the Southeast 
European Youth Leadership Institute (SEEYLI) presents a useful case study to explore 
this issue. From 2001-2005, SEEYLI taught hundreds of young people about debate 
and civil society. SEEYLI participants, in conjunction with local social movements, 
then fueled public debate projects as vehicles of political transformation in Albania, 
Bulgaria, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Romania. By recounting these 
unique deployments of public debate in broader spheres of public deliberation, this 
essay considers the possibilities and limits of applied public debate praxis as a driver 
of democratic change and response to the social phenomenon of “balkanization.”

Reasoning Systems in Argumentation:  Selection 
Criteria
Lev G. Vasiliev / Translated by Michael K. Launer			    85

Система рассуждения в аргументации: 
Основания выбора
Лев Г. Васильев								        109

There are different competitive systems and modes of reasoning applying to debate 
analysis. The choice of the system must be based on the rational nature of debate 
discourse. The proposed system is extended pragmatized. Its pragmatic aspect lies in 
the two-part (subject-predicate) natural-communicative organization of utterances. 
Its linguistic aspect lies in orientation at surface-structure analysis of argument utter-
ances. Both form and content of arguments are taken into account in the analysis. The 
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premises and conclusions.
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