QUALIFIER MANUAL

2010 IDEA-NFL Guest Country Qualifier Tournaments
South Korea: Yongsan International School of Seoul, March 12-14, 2010
China: Canadian International School of Beijing, April 10-11, 2010

Southeast Asia: Politeknik Tuanku Sultanah Bahiyah in Malaysia, April 17-18, 2010
SPONSORED BY:

International Debate Education Association (IDEA)

National Forensic League (NFL)
NFL-IDEA Qualifier Manual
1. Eligibility. To participate in the NFL-IDEA Qualifier Tournament, a person must (1) be a member of IDEA at a school in good standing, and (2) has not attended a secondary school more than 9 semesters.
2. Verification. It shall be the affirmative duty of each coach to provide verification of IDEA membership upon request from the NFL or IDEA.
3. Penalties.

a. An ineligible participant or one who used ineligible material shall earn neither credit points, nor points toward the tournament trophies, nor tournament awards, nor national entry.

b. If a student/team competes in the wrong contest section or against the wrong opponent, at no fault of their

opponent or the tournament officials, that student/team will automatically receive last or will receive a loss for that particular round.
4. Qualification. NFL/IDEA district tournaments qualify national entrants according to the number of actual

participants in each event (participation in at least one preliminary contest round).
Speech Events (excluding Duo)
4-11 entrants - 1 qualifier 

12+ entrants - 2 qualifiers 

Team Debate and Duo

4-9 Teams - 1 qualifier
10+ Teams - 2 qualifiers
5. Number of entries allowed per school

A school is allowed to enter students proportional to the size of its debate club.  Size shall be determined by the number of competitors who have participated in at least one tournament since the beginning of the previous semester.  Based on that number, the following formula applies:

1-10 members: 3 entries

11-15 members: 4 entries

16-20 members: 6 entries

21-30 members: 9 entries

31-40 members: 12 entries

41-50 members: 15 entries

51-60 members: 18 entries

60+ members: 21 entries

8. Events. No school may make more than 4 entries in any one event. 
9. Double Entry Policy.

There will be no double entry.

.

10. Registration 
Schools and students should register at www.idebate.org and have fees paid and registrations finalized 7 days before the start of the tournament.

11. Starting Time. No debate or contest is valid if begun after 9:30 p.m. or Extemp after 9:45 p.m. unless it is the final day.

12. Minimum Rounds. Three rounds must be held in all contests.

13. Judges.

a. One or three judges may be used in the first two debate contest rounds, as determined by the Tournament Committee. When 8 or fewer debate teams/students remain, three judges must be used. Any odd number

three or greater may be used for debate elimination and final rounds. Once multiple judges have been used,

it is essential that the same number or higher be used for all subsequent rounds.

b. After the first three individual event/duo rounds three judges must be used. 
c. If a judge to be supplied by a school fails to meet a judging assignment, a fine shall be assessed.
d. A judges shall not judge a student from his/her own school or a student whom s/he has taught or coached previously.  It is the responsibility of each judge to notify the Tournament Committee of its conflicts.

14. Protests. Judges assigned by the tournament committee shall be final unless protested before the tournament has begun. If a judge(s) is added to the judge pool after the tournament has begun, any protests must be made prior to the round in which that individual(s) is assigned to judge. If protested, the Tournament Committee shall hear the protest, and its decision shall be final. If a member of the committee is involved in the protest, an alternate shall act in his/her stead.

15. Judge Strike Systems

No judge strike system will be used.
16. Forfeits. Contestants or teams fifteen minutes late shall forfeit that round but the tournament committee may waive the penalty. 

17. Disqualification. In the case of a disqualification of a contestant in an NFL/IDEA District Tournament Series event, all previous ranks and decisions of other contestants stand and no revision of past round ranks will take place.

18. Retrieval. The use by contestants of any electronic retrieval system (recording or information retrieval

system) now known or to be invented is prohibited during any rounds at NFL/IDEA District Tournaments.  The one exception is an electronic dictionary which has as its sole purpose to translate words or phrases. Stopwatches used strictly for keeping time are permissible Laptop computers will not be permitted in any event. Violation of this rule will, upon confirmation by the tournament committee, result in a forfeit for that round.
19. Original Oratory Manuscripts – The orator’s script must be sent to the District Chair no later than seven days prior to the district tournament. The script should identify the quoted materials, state the number of quoted words, include a work cited page in A.P.A. or M.L.A. format, and both the orator and the coach must attest by signature that the oration is the original work of the contestant.
20. Harassment. Harassment by any participants in any NFL/IDEA event will not be permitted.

21. Scouting: The NFL and IDEA strongly discourages debate scouting at the District Tournament. Video cameras will not be allowed into the rounds unless expressly permitted by an IDEA or NFL official.
22. Disputes. The tournament committee shall have full power to adjudicate any disputes or interpretation of the rules, but may not change the rules. The tournament committee is authorized to determine how a rule is to be interpreted or applied in a specific situation. In case of a serious dispute or critical question of procedure which the district committee cannot resolve, the NFL or IDEA official present at the tournament has the final decision.
23. Violations. If fundamental tournament rules are violated, there is no official winner of that contest and no

national qualifier. Following are specific instances:
1. Failure to use three judges when the rules require 3.

2. Having more than seven contestants in a final contest.

3. Eliminating a contestant erroneously.

4. Starting a debate or contest after 9:30 P.M.; Extemp after 9:45, unless it is the final day of the tournament.

This enumeration does not imply that other tournament rules can be violated. For qualifiers to be recognized for national entry, there must be compliance with all the rules.
24. Petitions. Protests of tournament committee decisions may be filed, in writing, with the Executive Director who shall issue a decision. The Director's decision may be appealed to the Executive Council, whose decision shall be final.

25. Alternates: The first 14 students or teams in each district tournament event are qualifiers and alternates in

order of finish. Alternates may attend if qualifiers withdraw before June 1st regardless of whether or not the qualifier has entered the tournament. After June 1st, alternates can only replace qualifiers that have been officially entered into the tournament. No alternate may enter the National Tournament within 10 days of the start of the National Tournament.

26. Attendance. If a chapter/affiliate school from one district wishes to enter the district tournament in another district, that school must have the approval of both district committees and the IDEA and NFL offices to be able to make the switch.
