SPAR (Spontaneous Argument) Debate*

1.
Select a topic with which students have some familiarity. Perhaps these topics may come from classroom instruction.  The topics should be phrased as declarative statements, not as questions.  For instance:


Art can be evaluated objectively.


A person’s genetic makeup determines who he or she is. 


Obama is a better President than Bush.


Physical education is as important as academic study.

If this is your first time with the activity you may want to choose one of the silly SpAr topics that follows the activity. 

2.
Select 2 students to speak in front of the room. Assign 1 student to debate the Pro, supporting the topic, and the other student the Con, opposing the topic.  

3.
Give the students the topic and explain the criteria for evaluation listed below in point 7.

4.
Allow students to examine the topic for 1 minute before starting the actual debate using the following format:


Pro opening


1 minute


Con opening


1 minute


Unstructured crossfire*
3 minutes


Con closing


1 minute


Pro closing


1 minute

* In the “Unstructured Crossfire” each student should be polite but firm in asserting his or her right to speak, while allowing his or her opponent a chance to speak as well.  

5.
You may need to clarify the speakers’ duties.  One-minute speeches may not lend themselves to highly structured speeches.  Students should still communicate a beginning, middle, and an end to their speeches.  All speeches other than the first one should refer to what has previously been said. 

6.
Students should not address each other but should address the audience during the speeches.  They may address each other during the unstructured crossfire but should still face the audience, not each other.  

7.
Criteria for evaluation

· Use of information: Although the activity is “unprepared,” students should still try to use information to support their positions.  

· Analysis: Students should demonstrate logic, reasoning, critical thinking, and clear argumentation.

· Clash: Students should respond to each other’s arguments.

· Etiquette: Speakers should listen attentively while an opponent is speaking.  During the unstructured crossfire, students should be polite, allowing their opponent to speak while asserting their own right to speak.  Students should be assertive, but this should not be a free-for-all simultaneous argument. 

Silly SpAr Topics

Animals are appropriate mascots for high schools.

Backpacks are better than lockers.

Barbie is a more appropriate role model than GI Joe.

Belts are better than suspenders.

Blondes have more fun.

Bowling should be the national sport of the United States.

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. 

Buttons are better than zippers.

Cats are better pets than dogs.

Children watch too much TV.

Cows are better than horses.

Dark chocolate is better than white chocolate. 

Disneyland represents all that is best about America.

Doritos are better than Pringles.

Football is the most violent sport.

Halloween is a better holiday than Valentines day. 

Make up should be banned from high schools.

Penmanship should be a required subject in high school.

Rock is better than Rap.

Santa is better than the Easter Bunn.

Showers are better than baths.

Sleep is for wimps.

Softball is easier to play than hardball.

Sunday is the worst day for watching TV.

There should be a single presidential term of six years.

*This exercise, with slight adaptations, is taken from Speaking Across the Curriculum by the California High School Speech Association’s Curriculum Committee, page 32 – 34.
