[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image1.jpg]
European Youth Speak Project 

Introductory Debate Seminar

IDEA’s experience in various countries demonstrates that debate is a flexible activity which can be used in rounds of competitions and tournaments as well in the public forum where it stimulates and inspires discussion on important issues in a broader community.

IDEA believes that analyzing opposing issues, addressing problems and exploring solutions—significant components of debate—are critical first steps in promoting engaged and informed citizenry. IDEA also believes that in a truly democratic society the above mentioned activities should not be the domain of a privileged few but they should embrace ordinary citizens and especially these segment of the population which for some reasons have been excluded from public discourse and participation. 

IDEA has used its methodologies to work with number of NGO participants who expressed their desire to transfer the skills learned through debate to their work in human rights and advocacy. With repeated requests for such additional training, IDEA developed a program in public debate. The training has been successfully implemented in many contexts and with different target audiences. IDEA offered public debate training to secondary school and university students, human rights advocates (Roma leaders in Central and Eastern Europe, youth leaders in Rwanda and Iraq) and teachers. 

The training module for a 2 -day seminar in public debate includes: handouts, PowerPoint presentations and exercises.

SCHEDULE OF THE PUBLIC DEBATE SEMINAR

	
	DAY I


	DAY II



	1st session

1.5 hrs 
	Introduction to the seminar: ice-breakers and debate warm-up exercises 
	Preparing a public debate

	2nd session

1.5 hrs
	First things first: choosing a topic and designing a format 


	 Preparing a public debate 

	3rd session

1.5 hrs
	The essence of debate: argumentation and refutation
	Practice debates

	4th session

1.5 hrs 
	Effective public speaking – success in public debates
	Debate in the neighborhoods and EYS


Day I 

Session 1

This session will provide an introduction to debate and overview of the seminar as well as provide an opportunity for participants to get to know each other through a series of communication exercises. The main aims of this session also include introduction to the concept of debating as an advocacy tool, presentation of basic elements of debate and exploration of the rationale for public debates in different contexts and settings. 
Session 2

The main aim of this session is to sensitize participants to the importance of choosing and crafting an appropriate proposition for a public debate (with a focus on the needs of potential audiences) as well as a number of issues related to debate formats During the session participants will be presented with different types of propositions and will have a chance to work in groups at crafting propositions for different public debates. The session will also focus on sensitizing participants to the relationship between the objectives of a public debate (as well as type of topic, audience, etc.) and a choice of the debate format. Participants will be presented with a number of different debate formats and they will have an opportunity to design and analyze debate format to meet the objectives of a debate they would like to organize.
Session 3

The session will present participants with a concept, structure and various types of arguments. 

Through interactive argumentation exercises participants will learn to identify the difference between arguments and non-arguments as well as assess strengths and weaknesses of different types of argumentation. The session will also look into various argumentation strategies in debate- particularly on refutation as an act of reacting specifically to the arguments of one’s opponents in a debate. 
Session 4

Since philosophy of public debate is based on audience inspiration,  this session of the seminar will introduce participants some useful rhetorical devices, organization strategies and tips on delivery. Through interactive exercises participants will have an opportunity to practice the speaking in a public context and offer each other constructive feedback. 
Day 2

Session 1 and 2

These sessions will cover a number of aspects of related to preparation for public debate. The sessions will not only cover elements of coaching, research and preparing cases but will also provide participants with different approaches to advertising public debates among different stake-holders and general public. Participants will work in groups at selecting an appropriate topic and format for a public debate, advertising their debates and finally conducting debates.  In this way they will be able to practice and test the skills and knowledge acquired during the seminar. 
Session 3

Practice debates- all participants will get a chance to play a role- be debaters, chairperson or engaged audience in practice debates! 

Session 4

The session will involve participants in brainstorming ideas on how to develop a neighborhood debate project in the Netherlands under the auspices of the European Youth Speak Project and beyond. The seminar will conclude with evaluation and presentation of IDEA certificates. 
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