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 from the editor...
 By Arminda W. Lathrop, IDEBATE Editor

I D E B A T E  /  V O L U M E  8  -  I S S U E  1

Hello idebate readers,

Whew!  What a busy summer!  First, I must 
say, it was so wonderful to meet so many of you 
at Duino and the Youth Forum and hear what 
you’ve been up to this past year.  I learned what 
it is to come away from an IDEA event with en-
thusiasm and a refreshed perspective—and many 
new friends (one of my favorites being Darri-
gan Iberri-Shea, pictured above and 2 year-old 
son of wonderful IDEA trainers, Danny and 
Gina Iberri-Shea).  IDEA is fortunate to have so 
many dedicated organizational members, train-
ers, coaches, and debaters in our network.  And, 
while we’re on the subject, thank you again to 
everyone who helped to pull this summer’s events 
off, particularly Ioana Cionea, Marjan Stojnev, 
and our hosts in the Czech Republic, René and 
ADK.  I hope you have all caught up on your 
sleep by now.

This issue of idebate is a bit different from 
past issues, as it’s mostly comprised of articles 
and reports on IDEA’s projects and events this 
summer—most of which are written by par-
ticipants.  I received many good articles from 
Duino and Forum participants about their 
memorable experiences and lessons learned over 
the summer.  Admittedly, I got a little weepy 
reading over stories of education, adventure, 
understanding, and newfound inspiration.  
But, then I watched the video of the Macedo-

nian delegation performing at Trest Idol, which is on 
idebate.blogspot.com, and my tears quickly changed 
to laughter.  Seriously, Macedonia.  

I hope you enjoy reading these articles as much as I did 
when I received them.  You can also check the IDEA 
website and the blog at idebate.or/blog for articles and 
updates.  We also have the IDEA Citizen Journalism 
pages, which feature stories and photos from citizen jour-
nalism students at www.idebate.org/citizenjournalism, 
and IDEA is now posting news, events, and pics on Fa-
cebook®.  Our group is under “IDEA Alums.”  A word of 
warning: it’s addictive.  Our network and our communi-
cation methods continue to grow!

The next issue of idebate will feature updates on IDEA 
Forum delegations that don’t appear in this issue as well 
as articles about the Serbia Youth Debate Human Rights 
Project, Debate in the Neighborhood, IDEA Exchange, 
and the TPS Global Debates (www.thepeoplespeak.org).  
As we gear up for another year of projects and events, I 
hope many of you will be able to join us for our interna-
tional events of 2008.  As always, please keep in touch, 
and if you have feedback about idebate or IDEA events, 
please send me an email at: alathrop@idebate.org.  I am 
always happy to hear from members, answer questions, 
or better yet, receive articles for the magazine.  

Happy Fall,
Arminda      

a letter
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A Summation Speech – In Memoriam Viorel Murariu

A reluctant ninth grader is approached by two of his class-
mates under the provision of seeming pretty smart. They 
ask him if he wants to do something really cool and if he’s 
willing to listen to the lectures of a really intelligent man 
and work a lot. The really cool thing is called debate and 
the man lecturing about it is beyond anything the ninth 
grader has ever experienced. The man’s name is Viorel Mu-
rariu and the boy is me. Up until this day, whether I felt 
he was right or not, his ways and ideas have always struck 
me with immense force. Seven years later, I find myself 
wondering what exactly was about him that acted with 
such power over other people.

I believe now it was being a debater at all times and for 
everyone. I’m sure others knew him better or more pro-
foundly than I managed to, as one of his debate students 
or later on coaching along with him. At the same time, I’m 
pretty sure they would all agree with the above statement. 
Most debaters have a tendency to diffuse some of their 
debate thought patterns in their everyday life, but to do 
this as a constant way of living denotes not only passion, 
but absolute devotion too.

There are several trademarks that made this devotion clear 
for everyone around him. There was his stunning general 
knowledge, full of small specific curiosities and person-
al interpretations of already obscure theories and facts. 
There was his willingness to stand for any point of view, 
no matter his argument companions, and the readiness to 

defend it until the last logical defense line would 
fall. Debaters especially would be familiar with his 
utmost respect for and enforcement of structure 
and clarity of speeches. Above all, there was time. 
Because the time he had to sacrifice for debate was 
never questioned. Perhaps this was not viewed as 
the best thing for some, but as far as his input to 
society goes in that sense, I find it incomparable 
to any other debater I’ve met, student, coach or 
trainer.

Many other instances of him I’ve left uncovered, 
and probably would have anyway. I’ve failed to 
mention many of his sayings and highly original 
and expressive analogies in giving feedback. For 
that matter, I feel I have failed to recreate even 
the smallest accurate image and energy Viorel was 
able to transmit to people. At the same time, I 
know for sure he didn’t fail at anything that was 
debate-wise. Most of his ideas related to the edu-
cational focus of debates, the necessity of mixed 
competitions, the imperative of structured cases 
and many more are by now deeply rooted within 
debate communities. As for the debate club he has 
established and empowered over years, I can only 
hope we have retained at least parts of his features 
and dedication. I hope that people will listen more 
often to the debater next to them. You never know 
when their speaking time might end.

-Liviu Gajora

“Viorel was a coach, teacher and friend to many of us at IDEA.  
One of the teachers who joined the Open Society Institutes’s 
Karl Popper Debate Program in its infancy, Vio was a tireless 
promoter of excellence in debate.  We will miss the smell of his 
pipe, his endless supply of quotes from English literature, his 
passion and his friendship.  His passing is great loss not just to 
the debaters in Iasi, but to all of us whose lives he’s touched.”

-Noel Selegzi

Viorel Murariu
1953 - 2007
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For Viorel: Dedicated Coach, Trainer, and Eastern 
European Debate Pioneer…You Will Be Missed

“What a loss.  I remember Viorel for an absolute 
insistence on the highest standards, a true love of 
logic, and the gift of being able to enjoy all mo-
ments of the spirited dialogues that make up a life.  
Oddly, I was thinking back on him this morning 
even before this bad news.  I learned a great deal 
from him, as did so many trainers.  But perhaps the 
best legacies he left are found in the pieces of his 
teaching – a respect for words, ideas, reasons, and 
cultures -- that now live in each of his students, to 
be passed along.  He will be missed by many across 
a broad part of the world.” 

- Ken Broda-Bahm

_______________________________________

“I first met Viorel at the Youth Forum in the Czech 
Republic in the summer of 1996, where he was a 
coach of the Romanian team.  Since then I had met 
him and worked with him on a number of projects 
together: curriculum development, trainings and 
certification seminars as well as debate tournaments 
and forums.

One of the best English teachers and English speak-
ers, I have met, he constantly searched for some-
thing new to share with his students. 

This is why, I think, Viorel loved debate. It re-de-
fined him as a teacher and gave him impetus for 
new methodological and intellectual explorations. 
He was fascinated by one particular aspect of de-
bate - logic and we devoted hours, both on email 
and in person, to discussing it and arguing over 
its application in debate and classroom teaching. 
Viorel’s knowledge of logic was impressive and he 
shared it with others through trainings and transla-
tion of a number of publications and articles on the 
subject into Romanian.

It is no surprise that Viorel chose logic as his favor-
ite aspect of the activity, for he was a perfectionist - 
in teaching, training and debate. He expected high 
standards of others but also of himself.

I have been hoping that we would embark on new 
projects in Romania and internationally and that 

Viorel will assist us again – with his knowledge, experience 
and … friendship. Sadly this will not be the case.”

-Marcin Zaleski

_____________________________________________

“I’m so sorry to lose one of my best friends and colleagues 
for whom I’ve always had a lot of respect and admiration. 
We worked together for the Romanian debate movement 
from almost the beginning, in 1994...We trained the Ro-
manian National Debate Team a few times. I was awestruck 
regarding his knowledge, his ways of communicating with 
people, and last but not least, his humour...Actually, I wish 
I could remember our last conversation...but certainly I can 
remember the first evening in Sinaia at the initial debate 
seminar for teachers when he cracked everyone up, for 
hours, with his jokes.

Viorel was a great teacher and will be missed by everyone 
that was lucky enough to be touched by his soul during his 
career. He will always be with us. His family has my deepest 
and heartfelt condolences.”

-Anamaria Rusu

____________________________________________

“I met Mr. Murariu eight years ago. I was a young en-
thusiastic debater, with high hopes for the future. It was 
my first year of high school and my first national debate 
competition. I soon found out I had much to learn. The 
rounds were announced for the second day and my team 
was going to play “against” Mr. Murariu’s students. They 
had been exceptional and I was very nervous. Mr. Murariu 
came to me and offered to help. Indeed, he spent many 
hours coaching me, teaching me everything he could. I 
could not believe how kind, warm and selfless he was. I 
was from a different city, a different region and the com-
petition always was a serious one. His help came totally 
unexpected. We still lost against his team, but I was never 
prouder of any other debate I participated in. The pro-
fessor and his students became my friends and I will al-
ways cherish that. Four years ago, I won the prize for best 
speaker in the national rounds. I believe it was in part due 
to Mr. Murariu’s coaching over the years. His house was 
always open to me. His words were always kind. And he 
will always be in my heart, as a professor and as a very dear 
friend.” 

-Tatiana Cernicova-Dinca
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IDEBATE PRESS BOOKS  
News

ROMA DIPLOMACY
Edited by Valeriu Nicolae and Hannah Slavik - Price $25.95 / ISBN  978-1-932716-33-7

Roma Diplomacy is an anthology of papers written or inspired by the DiploFoundation’s the 2005–2006 Roma Diplo-
macy project, aimed at facilitating the creation of Roma “public diplomats” with the ability to bridge the gap between 
Roma civil society and governments/European Union institutions. The papers in this volume cover a wide range of 
topics—from a consideration of what the term Roma Diplomacy means to research aimed at promoting awareness of 
the situation of Roma in different regions and countries. Many of the papers offer recommendations for policymakers, 
providing a strong starting point for the emergence of a Roma “think tank,” one of the long-term goals of the Roma 
Diplomacy project. 

A HISTORY OF FREEDOM OF THOUGHT
Second Edition
by J.B. Bury with an Epilogue by H.J. Blackham  - Price: $12.95 / ISBN-978-1-932716-32-0 
 
In Freedom of Thought, J. B. Bury provides a dramatic survey of intellectual history, clearly and eloquently describ-
ing the struggle for intellectual freedom from ancient times to the beginning of the 20th century. He guides the 
reader from the flowering of rational inquiry in early Greece, through the suppression of free thought during 
much of the Middle Ages, to the rediscovery of classical philosophy in the Renaissance, and finally to the growth 
of rationalism beginning with the Age of Reason in the 17th century. Along the way, Bury explains the key events 
that contributed to the modern rational understanding of nature and offers concise sketches of the many important 
persons—philosophers, scientists, and writers—who championed freedom of thought and laid the foundation of 
contemporary Western culture. 

The proceeds go somewhere good. IDEBATE Press is a non-profit publishing venture, and all proceeds from book sales are used to finance grassroots activi-
ties around the world—from creating debate clubs in Rwanda to teacher training in refugees camps along the Thai-Burmese border to organizing debates in 
maximum security prisons to youth media training in Kosovo.  So help out IDEA, and get a lot more than just a book in the bargain.

USING DELIBERATIVE TECHNIQUES IN THE ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
by Nancy Claxton, Ed.D. and Marcin Zaleski - Price $24.95 / ISBN-10: 1-932716-29-7: ISBN 13: 978-1-932716-29-0

Using Deliberative Techniques in the English as a Second Language Classroom is the first volume in the new series: Deliber-
ating Across the Classroom. This series shows teachers how they can utilize role plays, simulations, debates, speeches, and 
presentations in a variety of curricular areas. Using deliberative techniques is a proven approach for improving listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and cultural/social skills, while teaching specific content. 
.
Other volumes in the series include: Civic Education, Geography, History, and Philosophy

 - Fall/Winter 2007

USING DELIBERATIVE TECHNIQUES TO TEACH FINANCIAL LITERACY
by Nancy Claxton, Ed.D. - Price $24.95 / ISBN: 978-1-932716-35-1

The second volume in IDEA’s Deliberating Across the Curriculum series, Using Deliberative Techniques to Teach Finan-
cial Literacy is written for busy teachers who want to bring innovation and participatory teaching techniques into their 
classroom.  Using the methodologies of debate, role plays, simulations, and presentations, teachers can teach essential 
financial literacy objectives to secondary level students.  By using these highly interactive and engaging methodologies, 
students are taught the basic concepts of financial management through hands-on activities that puts them in the role of 
saver, investor, and financial planner.
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IDEBATE Press books can be purchased through 
all major wholesellers, and through Books 
International: P.O.Box 605, Herndon, VA 20172
Tel: (1) 703 661 1500 • Fax: (1) 703 661 1501 
Email: MGreenwald@sorosny.org

OTHER IDEBATE PUBLICATIONS
Argument and Audience: 
Presenting Debates in Public Settings
Ken Broda-Bahm and Daniela Kempf - Price $24.95
ISBN 0-9720541-2-X / 978-0-9720541-8-8
 
Art, Argument and Advocacy: 
Mastering Parliamentary Debate
John Meany and Kate Shuster - Price $24.95
ISBN 0-9702130-7-7 / 978-0-9702130-7-5

CONFLICT AND COMMUNICATION:
A Guide Through The Labyrinth of Conflict Management    
Daniel Shapiro - Price $29.95/ ISBN 0-9720541-9-7 / 978-0-9720541-9-5

The Debatabase Book: 
A Must-Have Guide for Successful Debate
By the Editors of DEBATABASE - Price $25.95 / ISBN 0-9702130-8-5
 
The Democracy Reader 
Sondra Myers (Editor) - Foreword by Benjamin Barber
Price $25.95 /ISBN 0-9702130-3-4 / 978-0-9702130-3-7

Discovering the World Through Debate: 
A Practical Guide to Educational Debate for Debaters, Coaches 
& Judges / Third Edition; Robert Trapp, Joseph Zompetti, Jurate Motieju-
naite and William Driscoll  Price $29.95/ 
ISBN 0-932716-06-8 /978-1-932716-06-1

Teacher’s guide for Discovering the World Through Debate: 
A Practical Guide to Educational Debate for Debaters, Coaches 
& Judges / Third Edition - Nancy Claxton - Price $29.95/ 
ISBN 1-932716-26-2 / 978-1-932716-26-9

Environment and Our Global Community
Susan G. Shapiro, Editor - Price $27.95 / ISBN  1-932716-12-2
978-1-932716-12-2

Influencing Through Argument
Robert B. Huber and Alfred C. Snider - Price $24.95 / 
ISBN  0-932716-07-6 / 978-1-932716-07-8

LOGICAL SELF-DEFENSE
Key Titles In Rhetoric, Argumentation, and Debates Series
Ralph H. Johnson and J. Anthony Blair - Price $24.95 / ISBN  1-932716-18-1
 
The Interdependence Handbook:
Looking Back, Living the Present, Choosing the Future
Sondra Myers and Benjamin Barber - Price $24.95
ISBN 1-932716-01-7 / 978-1-932716-01-6

MANY SIDES: Debate Across the Curriculum
Revised edition Alfred Snider and Maxwell Schnurer - Price $25.95
ISBN:  1-932716-17-3 / 978-1-932716-17-7

One World: Teaching Tolerance and Participation
by Serghei I. Cartaşev - Price $27.95 
ISBN: 1-932716-15-7 / 978-1-932716-15-3

On That Point!: An Introduction to Parliamentary Debate
John Meany and Kate Shuster - Price $25.95
ISBN 0-9720541-1-1 / 978-0-9720541-1-9

Speaking Across the Curriculum: Practical Ideas for Incorpo-
rating Listening and Speaking into the Classroom
By The California High School Speech Association’s Curriculum Committee
Price $24.95 / ISBN 1-932716-00-9 / 978-1-932716-00-9

SPEAKING, LISTENING AND UNDERSTANDING
Debate for Non-Native English Speakers 
by Gary Rybold  - Price: $25.95 / 
ISBN-10: 1-932716-24-6; ISBN-13: 978-1-932716-24-5

Pharrajimos – The Fate of the Roma During the Holocaust
Edited by János Bársony and Ágnes Daróczi
Price: $21.95 - ISBN-10: 1-932716-30-0: ISBN 13: 978-1-932716-30-6

Teaching and Learning Strategies for the Thinking Classroom
Alan Crawford, E. Wendy Saul, Samuel Mathews, and James Makinster  
Price $29.95 / ISBN  1-932716-11-4 / 978-1-932716-11-5

VOICES IN THE SKY: RADIO DEBATES
Alfred Snider - Price $24.95 /
ISBN:  1-932716-09-2 / 978-1-932716-09-2

SOURCEBOOKS ON CONTEMPORARY 
CONTROVERSIES
Aids, Drugs and Society - Revised Edition
Anna Alexandrova (Editor) - Price $24.95 
ISBN 0-9702130-2-6 / 978-0-9720541-8-8

The Drug Dilemma: Responding to a Growing Crisis
Jason Stone and Andrea Stone (Editors) - Price $24.95
ISBN 0-9720541-2-X / 978-0-9720541-2-6

European Union: Challenges and Promises of a new Enlarge-
ment - Anca Pusca (Editor) Price $24.95 
ISBN 0-9720541-5-4 / 978-0-9720541-5-7

Globalization and the Poor: Exploitation or 
Equalizer?
William Driscoll and Julie Clark (Editors) Price $24.95
ISBN 0-9720541-0-3 / 978-0-9720541-0-2

Mobilizing Civil Society’s Response to Stigma and Discrimi-
nation in Central Asia - Anna Alexandrova (editor)
Price: $24.95 / ISBN: 978-1-932716-34-4 

Roma Rights: Race, Justice and Strategies for 
Equality - Claude Cahn (Editor) Price $24.95 
ISBN 0-9702130-6-9 / 978-0-9702130-6-8

THE STRUGGLE FOR WATER: Increasing Demands on a Vital 
Resource - Aaron Fishbone (Editor)
Price $24.95 / ISBN-10: 1-932716-25-4; ISBN-13: 978-1-932716-25-2

War on Drugs, HIV/ AIDS and Human Rights
Kasia Malinowska- Sempruch and Richard Elovich (Editors) 
Price $24.95 / ISBN 0-9720541-7-0 / 978-0-9720541-7-1

Women’s Rights: The Public/Private Dichotomy
Jurate Motiejunaite (Editor) -Price $24.95 
ISBN 1-932716-10-6 / 978-1-932716-10-8




